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(PThe editorial and miscellaneous articles are 
thrown back to page 387, that Mr. Sergeant’s speech 
might be presevved without a break when the vo. 
lume is*bound ap. 

We present another long article on revenue, debt 
and the sinking fund, with an examination of a late 
report of the committee of ways and means of the 
house of representatives, and respectfully invite a 
consideration of it, as belonging to the most import- 
ant subject that can just now be presented to the 
American people. I have no doubt of being set 
down as a “radical” by the “‘Leeitimates.” As the 
former term is used by one side at Washington, 1 
cannot see why the other has not the same right to 
import one from ‘royal England,’ unless both terms 
be smuggled: then, and in that case, there is a ma- 
terial difference—for it is the oppressors, and not 
the oppressed, that may violate the law with im- 
punity—“the kingcan dono wrong.” Iowever, l 
do not care much about names—I bore that of a 
“democrat” when it seemed quite as disreputable in 
many parts of the United States as ever that of ‘ra- 
dical” was in Et.gland, and prided myself in it, too. 
Aftera while the term became fashionable—it grew 
into respect—it had a meaning, and a large majo- 
jority of the people were glad to be called by it: 
but the sense of the word being obscured in the 
«zra of good feelings,” the majority that acted on 
its principles has been dispersed—-not destroyed; 
it will be rallied again, with a vast accession of 
strength from those who, at the time above refer- 
red to, bore the opposing name--for, among those 
are many of our best and most worthy citizens. A 
“moving of the waters,” to be “troubled” by the 
spirit of truth for the healing of diseases, is close at 
hand; and, when that takes place, a name will not 
avail any thing. It is by acts that our characters 
will be determined. “He that says he feareth Gon 
and hatcth his own brother, is a liar,” as the good 
book telis us, and it tells us true. 
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( Mr. Serveant’s speech concluded. 
But it was time to turn from the governments 


of other nations to thatof ourown. When far off 


it was discoverable only as anunit. It gathered 
magnitude and importance the nearer we ap- 
proached it—but it was nat until we came in view 
of the domestic and social relations, that its deep 
and lasting interests were felt and regarded. It 
was there that the want of such a system was pe- 
culiarly and distinctly seen. When the unfortu- 
nate and unhappy merchant was left without re- 
source and cut off from hope. When he was sur- 
rounded by a family that Providence had made 
dependent upon him, and at the same time, found 
himself not only unable to supply their wants— 
but, perhaps, shut up in a prison, with the power 
of society acting upon him. To relieve calami- 
ties like these, the states had sometimes interposed. 
Mr. §. alluded particularly to the bankrupt law of 
Pennsylvania, which was made in 1785, before the 
adoption of the constitution of the United States. 
it was then the most commercial state in the union; 
and the law continued until 1792, when it expired 
by its own limitation. The power over the sub- 
ject-matter was supposed to be transferred to the 
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particularly to the preamble of that law, which he 
read in his place, as containing the reasons which 
led to its adoption, and which must be admitted to 
be cogent in ajl commercial communities. There 
was probably as strong a moral sense, and as much 
intelligence in the state of Pennsylvania, in 1785, 


in force eight years, and its operation had been 
regarded. as salutary to the people of the state. 
Unlike the severity of the British law, the law of 
Pennsylvania did not consider the debtor as ne- 
cessarily criminal because he had ‘been unfor- 
tunate. It was adapted to the circumstances of 
the state, and to the opinions of the age. The 
enaction of a bankrupt. law in the individual 
states, was not peculiar to Pennsylvania. It had 
been resorted to, also, in the state of New York 
+—now the largest and most commercial state in 
the union. They long kept what was called the 
three-fourth act—a sort of bankrupt law, but 
which the supreme court of the United States de- 
clared they were not competent to make. In 
Rhode Island and Maryland, laws of the same de- 
scription had been long since enacted; and in the 
state of Louisiana—a new commercial state—a 
bankrupt law was enacted in 1808—but was €on- 
demned as unconstitutional, by the supreme court 
of the United States, in the case of McMillan vs. 
}Minn. It yet remains in the statute book of that 
state. Its principal features were taken from the 
Spanish law—but it is now a dead letter. How 
many other states had endeavored to provide such 
a remedy, he, Mr. could not pretend to say— 
but it was evident there were the same feelings 
and sentiments in the United States, as in the oth- 
er parts of the world. In this country there seem- 
ed to bea peculiar necessity and propriety in adopt- 
ing sucha law. Commerce, so far from being dis- 
reputable, was considered as an honorable employ- 
ment. It was useful, and favored by the govern- 
ment. But the profession was exposed to hazards. 
There were accidents and disasters which human 
sagacity could not foresee, and against which human 
prudence could not guard. Ifthere was no redemp- 
tion, therefore, by public law, the merchant might 
be deemed perpetually liable to ruin, in its most 
extended sense. Nor are himself and family only 
involved init, It may extend to all those whom he 
isindebted. Whoever has often seen mercantile 
failures, knowsthat there isa sort of blindness or 
infatuation that seems te affect them. The insol- 
vent is unwilling to penetrate his situation, or to 
believe it as hopeless as it really is; and hence, he 
lingers with some chemerical, undefined hope, till 
his affairs have become more deeply involved, and 
his embarrassments utterly irretrievable. He is 

erhaps, the very worst person that could be se- 
lected to judge of his own affairs. He is led by 
the delusion to keep up his credit as long as he 
possibly can; and yet, to him is confided the un- 
co:-trolled power of disposing of his estate. He 
may waste it, destroy it, or put it beyond the reach 
of his creditors; and when he comes to the final 
step of an assignment, he has then the power to 
make his preferences, and to provide for the cir- 
cle of his friends, while his distant creditor, per- 





government of the United States. Mr.S.referred! haps equally meritorious; is left without redress 
Vor, XNT,-——25. | 





as there is at present, and yet the law continued — 
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or hope of payment. What is the consequence? | 
It is now become an usage, so common as almost 
to have acquired the force of law, that indorsers | 
and lenders of money are first to be paid. What! 
but this has created the fictitious capital so deeply | 
felt and deplored throughout this country? What | 
but the loan of names, by“which a credit is obtain- 
ed, and money drawn from a bank? And yet, in 
case of insolvency, these persons, who, by lending 
their names, create the evil and enable the fictitious 
capitalist to borrow money, and thereby hold out 
false colors to decoy the unwary, are first to be 
paid: and, perhaps, the very goods that were sold 
to him on acredit, bottomed upon the loan, are 
sold at auction after the insolvency, to repay the 
loan that lured the venderto sell. ‘That these are 
evils will not be denied; but would a bankrupt sys- 
tem correct them? Mr. S. believed it would. It 
would distribute the effects of the debtor equally 
among his creditors. It would cut off undue pre- 
ferences; pay to ail their proper proportions; and 
stop the bankrupt from appointing his own as- 
signees, and from prescribing terms to Its cre- 
ditor. 

Mr. S. then adverted to the operation of the cer- 
tificate of discharge, which would doubtless be in 
the minds of all. Itsoperation, he admitted, would 


may be guilty of fraud to evade it? It was so liable, 
Mr. S. contended, as the practice that now prevail- 
ed, where the bankrupt was left to make the law 
for himself, In the way in which the examina- 
tions were taken in England, great and frequent 
frauds were unquestionably practised. This was 
owing not so much to the bankrupt law,-as to the 
growth of crime in that Kingdom ‘The root of 
the evil was in the state of society. The lord 
chancellor has the sole cognizance and direction 


i of the law throughout the realm.) The examination 


13 ex parte andin secret, and the merchant is igno- 
rant of the proceeding till he finds his name inthe 
gazette, published as a bankrupt. If he then 
wishes to contest the legality of the commission, 
he must petition the lord chancellor to avoid it. 
No such provision was to be found in the bill be- 
fore the house; and it was strange indeed that it 


of England Another mischief arose in the admi- 
nistration of the bankrupt law in that kingdon, in 
relation to what were called country commissions: 
or such as arose out of the city of London. In those 
cases the commissioner was appointed by the so- 
licitor; here he is appointed py the president of 
the United States. here the business was trans- 
acted without regularity, in the midst of noise; 


be to cut off the creditor from all future claim. | and the commissioner at one table would perhaps 





But he would try this, as a practical objection, and 
test itby experience. He would ask the question, | 


turn round and be a solicitor at the next; but no 
such mischief could exist under tiis bill. Another 


what is the value of a claim against a failing cre-/appalling objection had been, the cost and ex- 
ditor now, after an agreement has been made and | pense of an English commission. It was indeed 


acted on? Precisely, what it would be after a cer- 
tificate of discharge was given. After an assign- 


cnormous--but so were all their modes of justice,” 
and particularly all their chancery proceedings. 


ment the debt subsists—so it does after a certifi- | ft had been also said, that bankruptcies occasion- 


cate of discharge. The moral obligation remains 
unextinguished; and it has been held in the courts 
of law, that, upon a new promise to pay a debt, 
after a certificate has been obtained, is a sufficient 
consideration to support the”action. ‘The certifi. 
cate doubtless bars the legal claim, but, if the sense 
of honor will induce a man to pay after an assign- 
ment, it wlll be equally cperative after a discharge. 
It is notorious that society draws a line of distinc- 
tion between debts created before and after a fail- 
ure; and the payment of debtsafter assignment, 
ereates as much surprize and is marked with as 
much emphasis, as if it had been done aftera dis- 


‘ed delay; but it was difficult to conceive, that there 


should be more delay in this case than under a vo- 
luntary assignment. The weightiest argument, 
however, and that which seemed to have suxk 
deepest snto the minds of the people against the 
bill, was the operation of the law of 1800. 

Mr. S. here took occasion to advert to what he 
believed had proved, in its effect, the strongest ar- 
gument, with many persons, against the passage of 
a bankrupt law, viz: the unpopularity of the former 
bankrupt law, which, he argued, ought to be at- 
tributed to circumstances not really affecting the 
merits of that system. The law establishing it, 


charge. This consideration had, in his opinion, | passed in the year 1800, and was limited in its du- 


been greatly overrated, and more importance was 
attached to it than experience would warrant. It 
was not only private creditors, however, but the 
sovernment also, which was interested in the adop- 
tion of this law. He alluded to the collection of 
the revenue. In cases of death or public bank- 
ruptcy, where the property is subject to a divi- 
dend pursuant to law, the government is entitled 
toa preference. But the case is 6therwise where 
the failing debtor takes the law into his own hands, 
becomes his own commissioner, and makes such 
references as his own will and pleasure may dic- 
fate. In this way the government may lose, and 
has already lost very great sums of money. Mr. 
S. would not undertake, at this time, to anticipate | 
the various objections that might be raised to the 
bill Some had thought that, because it contained 
within itself severe enactments against fraud, that 
it pre-supposed it productive cf frauds. If he, 
(Mr. 8S.) thought it was calculated to generate 
fraud, he would by no means support it. But it 
was not obvious that a benkrupt law was more 
liable to fraucs than other modes of coercing pay- 
ment. Was it an objection to an execution, ob- 
tained by ordinary process of law, that the debtor! 


ration to the year 1806, but was repealed in De- 
cember, 1805; so that trme was not allowed for a 
fair ‘experiment under it. The law was passed, 
too, at a time of as great party excitementas ever 
existed in the United States: it made its appear- 
ance in the midst of the ferment occasioned by 
other measures: and the bankrupt law of 1800 is 


in idea with other measures of that day, which had 
no necessary connection with it. It came into ex- 
istence amidst the storm of angry passions rushing 
over the land: and from the moment it made its 
appearance, as the two parties brought every thing 
to a party test, it had one of these parties for its 
friends and another for its enemies. From this 
circumstance, a prejudice had arisen agains‘ a sys- 
tem of bankruptcy, which ought not now to have 
any weight, it not having now any party aspect. 
The objections, in general, which were made to 
this bill, Mr. S. went on to argue, applied with 
equal force tothe existing systems in the United 
States, which were as fertile in frauds and in liti- 
gation as this system could be supposed to be. 
What, he asked, was the attachment law of some 
Lof the statés? What was that of Pennsylvania. 





had ever obtained among the enlightened jurisis - 


never thought of by many, without associating it. 
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which had been on the statute book for many 
years? It was an imperfect mode of attempting 
the same thing, which a bankrupt law would more 
perfectly accomplish. ‘The necessity was felt, in 
that state and elsewhere, of some mode of laying 
hold of the property of those who shew, by se- 
creting their property or by absconding, that they 
are in the act of failing. In Massachusetts, also, 
there is an attachment law, the import of which 
he did not precisely know. There was one in New 
York, too, which he understood, authorized the 
creditor to seize on all the effects of the absent or 
absconding debtor. Mr. S. here quoted the pro- 
visions of the law of Pennsylvania, authorizing, 
among other things, that, on the debtor’s conceal- 
ing himself, a general warrant may issue, &c. This, 
Mr. S. said, was the very act which was suppased to 
be so alarming in the bankrupt law, but which in 
that law, as well as in the state laws, was intended 
to prevent fraud and litigation, &c. He anticipat- 
ed the argument, that, if the states could pass such 
faws, it was not necessary for congress to act upon 
the subject, by saying, that the state laws would 
neither be unitorm nor general in their operation, 
being confined to the limits of the respective 
states, kc. and therefore could not be an efficient 
substitute for a system of bankruptcy. Tae fact, 
iowever, that means precisely the same were eth- 
ployed by the states, to the extent of their powers, 
as those now proposed to be made general and 
uniform by an act of congress, went far to answer 
that objection to this bill. 

Some there are, Mr. S. continued, who say, that 
a debter ought never to be discharged but with 
the assent of all his creditors—that once a debt 
should be always a debt, unless with the assent of 
the creditor. If it were simply a question, Mr. S. 

said, between debtor and creditor, and no other 
' person were concerned, this argument would go 
to a greater length than it now does. But, society 
has an interest in it, inasmuch as it is the interest 
of society that every man be able to maintain him. 
self and family; &c. Could it be possible that any 
ene would seriously maintain, that, under no cir- 
cumstances would it be competent or proper, for 
the government to interfere between creditor and 
debtor, and, when a certain state of things shall 
have arrived, to discharge the debtor? Every ad- 
vantage is given to the creditor of arresting the 
person and Jaying hands on the property of the 
debtor. But, when it was become evident that 
the debtor had given up every thing in his power; 
that, in the condition in which he is placed, he can 
neither be serviceable to himself or to others, and 
may, indeed, be dangerous to society, whilst, in 
different circumstances, he might be a valuable 
member of the community—would gentlemen, Mr. 
S. asked, contend that the creditor should for ever 
have it in his power to hold him in durance, &c. &c. 
To prevent this was one of the great objects of a 
proper system of bankruptcy. 

What can the bankrupt do, under these circum- 
stances. He is indebted to a large amount. He 
has no discharge—no exemption. If he rises, it is 
buttofall. Ifhis friends assist —their advances and 
his own earnings are swept away, before heis able 
to repair his fallen fortunes. If he struggles to ex- 
tricate himself, he sinks under the load, and retires 
broken hearted and forlorn, without even the com- 
forts of hope to sustain him, If this alternative of 
wretchedness is not experienced, there is another 
that inevitably follows, if possible still more to be 
deplored, This is the covering of property under 
the names of others. Gentlemen must often have 


seen on the stores of merchants, signs with the 
name of a merchant, and “A, B. agent.” The 
agent is in reality the principal, while the pro- 
fessed principal has no real interest in the cone 
cern, But we are told that debtors will not be 
oppressed, and that creditors are benevolent. Mr. 
S. would admit there was as much benevolence 
among the creditors in this country as in any part 
of the world; but all history and experience had 
shewn, that there was a small minority in every 
class of this sort who were of a different descrip- 
tion. Bankrupt laws are founded on the principle, 
that a majority of the creditors are benevolent; and 
hence it is, the law should secure to them the bene- 
fits they ought to receive. It fortifies the argu- 


been honest and fair, le shall be relieved by their 
benevolence. Mr, S. then adverted to the ineffec- 
tual, imperfect, and partial operation of the insol- 
vent acts of the respective states, and urged that 
now was a proper season in which to make a law 
so necessary and humane. .The storm beneath 
which so many worthy men had fallen, had passed 
by. The face of the world was gladdened with 
smiles to all, save to the unfortunate debtor. He 
is the only exception—the only being who, how- 
ever deserving, must bear the brunt and pressuse 
of hard times, without a prospect of relief. There 
was also a great national consideration involved in 
the question. He alluded to the necessity of locat 
legislation that would becon:e necessary if this re- 
lief was not extended. Jealousies and collisions 
had been already excited between the general and 
state governments; but, by granting the relief pro- 
posed by this bill, many dangerous questions may 
be removed. He was aware this was delicate 
ground. He should give no opinion upon it, ftr- 


ther than to suggest it to the serious consideration © 


of the house. Mr. S. expressed his unwillingness 
to trespass further upon the patience of the com- 
mittee; and regretted the subject had not fallen in- 
to abler hands, to do it that justice which his own 
health forbade, but which the important nature 6f 
the question required. 
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gcpThe communication from a New. Jersey cor- 
respondent, shall probably appear in our next. 











A TREATY wita Atorgrs, recently ratifred by the 
senate and approved by the president, though er- 
tered into at Algiers on the 23d December, 1816, 
is published in the Wational Intelligencer of Thurs- 
day last. We may also record it hereafter. The 
third article expressly provides that no trijute, m 
any manner or form whatever, shall be required by 
the dey from the United States, “an any pretext 
whatever.” 

FLoripa pocumEeNTs. Among the papers lately 
transmitted by the president, to the house of repre- 
sentatives, we find many interesting articles which 
we shall hasten to publish. The letters of gen. 
Jackson and of the secretary of state, are among the 
most masterly things of the sort that we ever met 


} with: but the whole must lie over, that the matters 


belonging to the present volume may be reasgna- 
bly brought up. 





APPORTIONMENT BILL. In the senate, it seems 
probable that the ratio agreed upon by the houge 
of representatives, (40,00U) will not be accepted.—. 
We thought it most likely that it would not, if the 





senators, representing the states more immediately, 
‘were operaied on by the same principics that pre 


ment, that when a majority say that the debtor-has 
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vailed in the house of representatives. The rate 
of 40,000, very well suits the states of New York, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Georgia, New Hampshire, Louisiana and Rhode 
Island—9; and may be.accepted as a reasonably 
good division, by Ohio and Maine—together 11 
states: though the increase of it by a 1000 in re- 
spect to Ohiv,and of 2000 in regard to Maine,would 
not lessen the number of the representatives for 
these states respectively, while several others 
above named would lose one or two members each. 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Connecticut, New Jersey, Vermont, Indi- 
ana and Alabama,—9 states, are opposed to 40,000 
on account of their large fractions; and Delaware, 
Missouri, Mississippi and Hlinois, though more than 
one representative to each can be hardly expected, 
will gain, however, by raising the ratio, in a large 
amount. See the table inserted in our last. We 
apprehend that so much /eca/ feeling will prevail 
as to procrastinate a decision on the matter toa late 
period, whereby many of the states will be subject- 
ed to the cost and trouble of holding extra sessions 
of their legislatures. The rig!it of things demand- 
ed,that this matter should have been acted upon by 
the last congress—but the delay of returns from 
some of the states prevented it: a circumstance 
that, we trust, will not be forgotten when engage- 
ments are making to take the fifth census. 

Mr. Randolph, when speaking on the apportion- 
ment bill in the house of representatives, appeared 
to assume for that house something of a superior 
right to fix the ratio, and deprecated an interference 
on the partofthe senate. It would seem, general- 
ly, as if an interference by the senate might operate 
against the power of the house to regulate its own 
affairs; the members of which are, emphatically 
speaking, the representatives of the people and 
not of the states—but the senate appears to have 
been designed as a balance-wheel in this case as in 
others; though it occurs to‘us, that the powers 
undoubtedly granted to that body, which are con- 
current and co-equal with those of the house, 
should be used with much delicacy on the appor- 
tionment of representatives and modification of mo- 
ney bills—yet on both, or either, it may be the im- 
perious duty of the senate to interfere. 





Conoxatiox. The late mummery in England 
has given rise to the getting up ot a play at New 
York, in which the coronation of the late king is 
magnificently represented for the edification of 
republican Americans—and the stuff is said to have 
been received with a “mixture of applause and dis- 
approbation.” 

Tur A1rticaTon’s prize. It isstated that, on the 
9th inst. judge Davis, of the United States’ court, 
for the district of Massachusetts, sitting at Boston, 
decreed restitution tothe owners of the Portuguese 
ship Mariano Flora and cargo, sent into that port 
some time since by the U. S. schooner Alligator. 
Judge Davis also stated to the court, that he should 
appoint commissioners to award damages to the 
owners for the capture, detention, &c.; and gave 
it as his opinion there was no cause of capture. He 
also stated, that, at a future day, he should award 
daniages to the crew, for being confined in irons 
and treated as pirates. | 





TRE PIRATES ON THE COAST OF CURA, Kc. have 
Jately been as active as ever, but have no doubt 
received a severe check from lieut. com, Ramage 


below. They had recently committed many mur- 

ders. The report that com. Ciaytor, in the Bue- 

nos Ayrean service, had hung 75 pirates at the 

Berry Islands, is not true--he has arrived at 

Charleston, in the brig Independencia, and con- 
U. S. sehooner Porpoise 


tradicts the story. 

off the North Coast of Cuba, 20th January, 1822, 5 
Sir—lHlaving completed the necessary equip- 
ments of this vessel, at New Orleans, on the 7th 
inst. and previously given public notice that & 
should sail from the Balize on the 10th, with con- 
voy, | have now the honor to inform you that & 
proceeded to sea on the day appointed, with five 
gail under my protection. On the 15th, having 
seen the vessels bound to Havana and Matanzas 
safe to their destined ports, I made all sail to the 
westward, and on the following day boarded the 
brig Bolina, of Boston, Gorham master, from whom 
{ received the following information: That, on the 
day previous, his vessel was captured by pirates, 
and robbed of every material they could carry 
away with them, atthe same time treating the 
crew and himself with inhuman cruelty. After 
supplying him from this vessel with what neces- 
saries he required, | made sail for the land, and 
early the following morning, (Saddle Hill, on the 
north ceast of Cuba, then bearing S. by E.) I des- 
patched our boats, with forty men, under com- 
mand of lieut Curtis, in pursuit of these enemies 
of the human race. The boats having crossed the 
reef, which here extends a considerable distance 
from the shore, very soon discovered, chased, and 
captured, a piratical schooner, the crew of which 
made their escapetothe woods. Lieut. Curtis very 
judiciously manned the prize from our boats, and 
proceeded about ten miles to leeward, where it 
was understood, the principal depot of these ma- 
rauders was established. ‘This he fortunately dis- 
covered and attacked. A slight skirmish here — 
took place, but, as our force advanced, the oppos- 
ing party precipitately retreated. We then took 
possession, and burnt and destroyed their fleet, 
consisting of five vessels—one of them a beautiful 
new schooner, of about sixty tons, ready for sea, 
}with the exception of her sails. We also took 
three prisoners; the others fled to the woods. 

In the affair just mentioned, the officers of the 
expedition state the enemy’s loss to be’ severe. 
Only one man was wounded in our boats—and it 
is worthy of remark, that this man was one of 
their own gang, then a prisoner in our possession, 
and surrounded by our people. 


The destruction of this place will, I trust, be of 
some service. From information by me received, 
it was their principal depot, from whence they 
dispatched squadrons to Cape Antonio. These 
returning, loaded with plunder, it was transhipped 
to Havana in vessels sent from there for that pur- 
pose, Stores and materials were collected on the 
spot, not only for repairing but building vessels. 

The prisoners now on board are recognised by 
aseaman in my possession, who was one of the 
crew of the English ship Alexander, of Greenock, 
lately burnt by these pirates; and, not content with 
destroying the vessel, they inhumanly butchered 
her unfortunate commander. The seaman in ques- 
tion, I retain as an evidence in the case. 


Lieut. Curtis speaks in the highest terms of the 
gallantry and good conduct of midshipmen Pink- 
ney, Kingston and Morris; as also of doctor Ter- 
ril, and_every other officer and man employed in 
the expedition. Nothing could exceed their ardor 





_of the United States schooner Porpoise, as stated 


in pursuit but their enthusiasm in attack; and both 
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afferding abundant proof that more would have 
been done had more been required. 

1 have manned one of the schooners taken, a 
very fine fast sailing vessel, and keep her with me. 
She will prove of great service in my ferther ope- 
rations On this coast. 

_ 1 cannot close this letter, sir, without naming to 
you lieut. Curtis, whose conduct, not only in the 
present instance, but in every other respect, dur- 
ing the period he has been under my command, 
has merited my warm and decided approbation, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Bra JAMES RAMAGE, 
Honorable Smith Thompson, 

secretary of the navy, 


Extract of a letter from lieut. Ramaze, of the United 
States’ schooner Porpoise, to the naval officer com- 
manding at Charleston, dated : 


“OF the North Coast of Cuba, 
25th January, 1822. 

“I have just time to tell youl shail be at Charles- 
tonin two or three weeks. I have taken and de- 
stroyed six piratical vessels, burnt two of their 
establishments, killed some of their people, and 
have now some prisoners on board. { also re- 
captured from them an American vessel, which 
had been in their possession three days, I have 
one of the schooners taken, acting as a tender, and 
find her of great service,” 


“Rosstan america.” From the National Intelli- 
gencer of Feb. 12. We have received, from an au- 
thentic source, an official copy of the edict of the 
emperor of Russia, establishing “boundaries for na- 
vigation” along the coast of the Aleutian Islands, 
anc on that part of the North West Coast of Ame- 
rica “appertaining unto Russia.” The date of the 
edict is the 4th of September last. The regula- 
tions are of great length, but, as they may be of 
importance to our mercantile rdaders, and particu- 
larly to those interested in that trade, it is proba. 
ble we shall publish them in extenso, The two 
first rules contain the pith of the whole matter, 
which we therefore present at once, viz: 

“Sec 1. The pursuits of commerce, whaling and 
fishery, and of all other industry, on all islands, 
ports and gulfs, including the whole of the north 
west coast of America, beginning from Behring’s 
straits to the Sist degree of the northern latitude; 
also, from the Aleutian {[slands to the eastern coast 
of Siberia, as well as along the Kurile Islands from 
Behring’s straits, to the South Cape of the Island 
of Urup, viz: to the 45th deg. 50 min. northern 
latitude, is exclusively granted to Russian subjects. 

Sec, 2. It is therefore prohibited to all foreign 
vessels, not only to land on the coasts and Islands 
belonging to Russia, as stated above; but also to 
approach them within less than a hundred Italian 
miles. The transgressor’s vessel is subject to con- 
fiscation, along with the whole cargo ” 


The same paper of the 13th Feb. adds—We 
have informed our readers that we have received 
an entire copy of the edict of the emperor of Rus- 
sia respecting trade inthe Aleutian Islands and on 
the North West Coast. One regulation interesting 
to traders, but not contained in that edict, has 
come authentically to our knowledge, viz: That 
the edict is to take effect, as to vessels of the U. 
States which leave the ports of the U. States, after 
the first day of July next,and asto vessels which 
leave the ports of Europe, afterthe Ist day of next 
month, 








“CanineT secreTanies.” Jrom the Iilincis Ga- 
zette. An auctioneer in the city of Washington ad- 
vertises for sale «three cabinet secretaries.” There 
are four officers ‘of the national cabinet, entitled se- 
cretaries, viz: the secretary of state, secretary of 
war, secretary of the navy, and secretary of the 
treasury: which of the four are to be thus disposed 
of, or fer what crime, we are left to conjecture.— 
In some states of the union, the penal code autho- 
rizes the sale of human beings for certain crimes or 
misfortunes, but it cannot be imagined that either 
of the distinguished gentlemen, at the head of the 
departments above named, can have incurred the 
dread penalty of the law. How, then, are we to 
understand this singular advertisement? 





Banks 1x Massacuusetrs. A recent return of 
the condition of the several banks in this state te 
the legislature, presents the following result: 











Capital stock paid in, 9,900,090 00 
Cash deposited, 4,101 468,63 
Bills in circulation, 3,497,275 00 
%17,498,743 63 
Value of real estate, 438,942 87 
Amount of all debts due, 14,697,470 69 
Specie on hand, 1,432,740 76 
Bills of state banks, 401,429 55 - 
Bills of other banks, 98,674 00 
Reserved profits, 40,091 82 
Deposites in other banks 825,444 81 
$17,934,794 50 





LiaBILiTy OF conronations, An act has passed 
the legislature of Massachusetis, and had been ap. 
proved by the governor, enacting, that every person 
who shali become a member of any manufacturing 
corporation, which may hereafter be established 
within the state, shall be liable, in his individual 
capacity, for all debts contracted during the time 
of his continuing a member of such corporaticn.— 
fAn excellent principle—extend it to banks, and 
society will be relieved from a daily growing afilic- 
tion, says the ‘Aurora.”] 

apPPrefutory. A person once complained to the 
great Buffon, that some certain thingjin one of his 
works, had been too often referred to. “What is 
that?” demanded M. Buffon. The gentleman point- 
ed it out. “Then,” said the other, “you perfectly 
remember it.” «Yes,’? returned he, ‘and I shall 
not easily forget it.”” «It was for that very purpose 
that 1 repeatedly referred to it,” said M. Buffon. 

Such has been my purpose in speaking of some 
things more than once in the following article, and 
even in the use of certain matters that I lately pub- 
lished more at length. Take one example: in 1817, 
the secretary of the treasury recommended the re- 
peal of the internal taxes, because their produce 
could not be wanted, and suggested the passage 
of a law to authorize the purchase of stocks (whose 
period of redemption would not soon arrive), at 
rates above par, to dispose of the surplus funds of 
the treasury, &c. In 1818, it was just ‘touch and 
go” at the treasury, --the loss of the product of 
these taxes was feclingly set forth, and we were 
told that a loan would be wanted next year. In 
1819, a loan was asked for, to assist in paying off 
current expenses, the surplus of the sinking fund 
was used, and still there was a deficit at the trea- 
sury. The same prospect of things was presented 
in the report of 1820, and the said surplus again 
used, and another loan granted, &c. Now, I wish 
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that the reader may never forget these things, or 
suffer them to depart one moment from his mind, 
when he reflects on the state of his country. 


I will only add, that there is no hostility in such 
repetitions to any of the gentlemen that they con- 


_ cern: my sole purpose is to shew the miserable- 


ness of the system by which our finances are go- 
verne(l, and point out the ridiculousness of calcu- 
lations built upon it. 


REVENUE—PUBLIC DEBT, SINKING FUND, &c. Af- 
ter indulging in some preliminary remarks, we 
shall proceed, according to promise, to an examina- 
tion of the report of the committee of ways and 
means, of 31st December last, and inserted in page 
297 of the present volume of the Reeisrrr, with a 
view to elucidate the facts that belong to the mat- 
ters referred to, and render them comprehensible 
to all interested in ascertaining how the fiscal con- 
cerns of our government are managed. I have said 
that they are “wretchedly managed”—and, if my 
assertion has not been demonstrated, [donot know 
the meaning of words to express ideas, or the sig- 
nification of figures to represent quantities: one 
statement has been placed in apposition to another 
of the same class, and result put a-long-side of 
estimate, until I almost regretted the sorry pic- 
ture they furnished, so much was truth laughing at 
opinion. Yet! fear—nay, verily believe, that suffi- 
cient light has not been afforded, by the documents 
presented, to ascertain the real condition of the 
national finances, whether they regard the general 
statements from the treasury, or matters specially 
confided to certain of the departments and subject 
to their several chiefs. We have heard much, and 
seen something, about transfers and re-transfers, 
that seemingly throws the doctrine of specific ap- 
propriations into utter contempt; but necessity will 
probably unfold some curious particulars in relation 
to these things before long, for calculation will not 
always meet disbursement and reality will one day 
come upon us. Our contrasts of the different pros- 
pects held out in the different messages of the pre- 
sident, reports of the secretary of the treasury and 
committee of ways and means of the house of re- 
presentatives, exhibited in the Reetstrex of the 22d 
of December last, and further exposed in some sub- 
sequent essays, must have convinced every taxr- 
payer who read them, that there has been a great 
want of refiection as to the future, provided the 

esent could be made to look fair. We shall not 
seek into the motives of this line of conduct, and 
are willing to impute it to the operation of that 
general feeling which predominates—“take no care 
for to morrow;” “sufficient for the day is the evil 
thereof;” “meet not trouble half-way,” &c. 
but, as no disposition is manifested to profit by 
experience—as, notwithstanding the disgraceful 
condition in which we have been placed, it seems 
determined that our financial concerns shall still 
rest on the chapter of accidents—and that, what 
will “do for the present” is more appreciated than 
a permanent system that may be relied on, I again 
feel it a duty to call the attention of the people to 
this subject. Instead of looking at home—instead 
of depending on the people of the United States 
to support the government of the United States, 
the policy is to strain our eyes across the Atlantic, 
and give up the supply of our treasury to the good 
dispositions, the follies, crimes or misfortunes of 
foreign nations: Philip is sick, Philip is sranvine, 
Philip is MURDERED—any thing that injures 
«¢Philip,”’ though he has no desire to injure us, is 





hailed as 2 blessing! and this is our political re&gion, | 











that we should render thanks for scores of thou- 
sands of Europeans slaughtered by battle—or on 
learning that the population of kingdoms was dis- 
appearing for the lack of food! Does this “become 
a moral and religious people’”—does it comport 
with our character as an independent nation? The 
nation is cursed, and the individual a slave, whose 
proceedings are directly influenced by the acts of 
others; and it is impossible that a dignified legisla- 
tion for the one, or an honorable course by the 
fother, can be pursued. The condition is, in itself, 
hostile to every thing that is estimable in public or 
private life. See the pompous parades that we 
had about the state of our finances four years ago— 
behold us at the feet of money-lenders two years 
afterwards; and look at the beggarly state of the 
treasury now! We lhiave acted like the English 
epicure, who gave a guinea for an ortolan, a bird 
that furnished him two orthree mouthfuls of meat; 
and, two days after, drowned himself, because he 
had not money to purchase a rolt of brown bread. 
Four years ago the revenue was so large, and i¢ 
would continue to be se large, in the estimation of our 
financiers, that they were at their very wit’s-ends 
to get rid of the money in possession and prospect: 
they were sorry, very sorry indeed, that the pe- 
riods when the public creditors could be compelled 
to receive the cash were so far distant: they sug- 
gested that the stocks should be purchased at rates 
above par, and shewed us what great savings would 
be made by thus stopping the interest; and, besides, 
they spoke of the yet surplus millions that might 
be applied to internal improvements and other pub- 
lic works—-the idea of commencing a fortress that 
would cost a million or two, was no sooner enter- 
tained than it was ordered to be dene! two 
years, two little years, after these wild notions had 
prevailed, we became borrowers of money to meet 
current expenses—we borrowed again, for like 
purposes, the next year; and now, Gon bless the 
people, they seem ready to throw up their hats for 
joy, because no part of the public debt is payable 
until the year 1825, and because it has been set 
forth that the receipts will meet the ordinary ex. 
penditures, without a new loan!—I do not magnify 
or misrepresent any thing—all that is stated is 
recorded truth, beyond the reach of the most ac- 
complished sophist to explain away er confound. 
In reviewing these transactions, itrequires no smal} 
degree of gravity to restrain laughter, or of discre- 
) tion to keep down feeling, as differently inluenced 
by considering the folly or want of fore-thought 
that caused them. Itistruly painfulto refer tothe 
matters stated, for several individuals concerned in 
them have our private esteem, and may think it 
unfriendly;-—but seeing that the same want of sys- 
tem, the same wildness of calculation, still prevails, 
--and honestly fearing national dishonor if things 
go on as at present, unless European princes, in 
mercy to us, will command their subjects to cut peo- 
ple’s throats, or He that is over all shall refuse 
them “seed-time and harvest,”’ I cannot hold my- 
self guiltless in silence. Let the reader turn to the 
president’s messages and the treasury reports of 
1817, 1818, 1819, 1820, and 1821, and to the calcu- 
lations of the committee of ways and means in 
1820 and 1821, and determine whether I am right 
or wrong inthis procedure. J will be judged by the 
documents, and trust the decision to any honest man, 
that is a payer, not a consumer, of taxes, who can 
read and write and “cypher to the rule of three.”” 
The principle that our revenue is built upon, is fo- 
reign or domestic misery; and as insatiate as the 








vulture, whose appuinted office it was, in heathen 
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my thology, to feed on the liver of Prometheus, 
¢ghained toa rock on Mount Caucasus. : 

The Register is, perhaps, read by as many peo- 
ple as any other paper published in the United 
States; and, dull as the times are, its subscription 
is on the increase--it is sent to every state and 
territory*in the union, and greater numbers are 
distributed in some of them than in Maryland, 
even including those delivered in Baltimore--it 
passes into the hands of many of the most distin- 
guished statesmen and politicians, especially those 
who yet survive of the school of76 it is forward- 
ed to many members of diffcrent state legislatures 
during their sessions, and nearly one hundred co. 
pies are now transmitted weekly to Washington— 
yet our remarks on the treasury reports, &c. pub- 
fished on the 22d of December last, though they 
impeached the whole system of finance, if a system 
it deserves to be called, and exposed facts not alto. 
gether complimentary t@ the discretion of those 
concerned in the management of them, have not 
been assaiied —notwithstanding said remarks were 
repubbshed in eatenso, or liberally noticed, in more 
than twenty of the most respectable newspapers in 
_the union. ‘The preceding recapitulation is not 
made out of vanity; but to exhibit a right in my 
readers to a correction of errors, if errors were com- 
mitted, on a subject so. important as seemingly to 
mvolve the very solvency of the government; as 
shewing a reduction from the highest apparent 
state of financial prosperity to one of real mean 
ness, in a confessed inability that had existed to 
discharge honorable debts, really due at the treasu- 
yy; and in aconnexion of the treasury with money- 
lenders and shavers—a description of persons the 
most to be guarded against by a free nation ora 
free man. Was it because presses are wanting to 
print any thing that might be offered in justifica 
tion?—No! Because persons were not ready to 
proscribe us,—par contumace, as the “royal Bour- 
bon” has it, for the reason that we had dared to 
“grumble” at transactions which our conscience 
condemned?—No! Because what we said was un- 
worthy of notice? We think not, seeing that we 
used the words and figures furnished by those bigh 
in authority! How then happened it that we were 
treated so coldly?.—because we dealt in facts, put 
down in *black and white,” and had the advantage 
that good old Job desired to possess when he ex- 
claimed, “O that mine enemy had written a book!” 
We are not, however, at enmity with any one among 
the great folks—nor disposed to proclaim the zn- 
fallibility of either of them. The little experience 
that we have had among political aspirants, has 
convinced us that it is as easy to cry out “off with 
his heac,” as to say “my cousin of Buckingham.” 
But some are grateful for services rendered; and 
when support is asked and given to get up or sus- 
tain honorable principles, honorable men may be 
concerned in soliciting or affording it. 

The editor of a Georgia paper seems to think one 
of my correspondents must be a very bad citizen, 
because he found something like consolation; in 
the failure of the revenue, in the hope that its 
deficiency would lead to the adoption “of a well 
devised system to protect domestic industry and 
secure a home market,” &c. If to hope for the lat- 
ter entitles one to be ghought an enemy to the 
United States, I as well deserve to be called so as 
any man in the self-stiled “nation of New England” 
was worthy of it at the period of the Hartford con- 
vention: for [ solemnly believe and seriously de- 
clare, that the present mode of raising the revenue 


igs more onerous on the nation and unjust to indi-| 





viduals, so far as its amount extends, than any tax 

levied in any other country in the world—even un- 

der the most despotic governments. It is built 

upon the success of foreign industry, and operates 

partially—-not according to men’s means to pay, but 

accerding to their peculiar location and wants, The 

sum that is received into our treasury neither re- 
presents tlic population or property of the United 

States. -it represents nothing but the amount of 
money that we are able to pay foreigners in ex- 
change for their goods. To pay this money, to en- 
courage a labor of foreigners, we become as 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for them; 

and any branch of labor, no matter how severe or 
degrading it may be, is eagerly entered upon, if i 
will enable us to place funds in England, wherein is 
the master-spirit that governs our private affairs 
and regulates our public revenue! ‘These are the 
words of truth and soberness; and so must it be 
with every nation whose financial prosperity rests 
on the domestic consumption of foreign articles, 
unless at a season of great public excitement, when 
some certain part or portion of foreign labor is di- 
verted from its usual application and supplied with 
the labor of the consuming nation. Thus, while 
during the late extensive wars of Europe, we could 
carry our flour, in our ewn ships, to the West In- 
dies and there exchange it for coffee—-then trans- 
pom that coffee to Germany, &c. and sell it ata high 
price for cash,—that cash might be laid out in Bri. 
tish goods without damage to the United States; 
because the amount of labor expended on the 
voyage and the profits made by our neutral charac- 
ter, were equal or superior in amount to the pro- 
fits of the [ritish manufacturer. ‘This state of 
(hings continued so long, that the present genera- 
tion may be szid to have grown up under its prac- 
tice—and hence our tenacity to the impost system, 
though we see and know that it acquired its magni- 
tude by the wars of Europe, and has sunk nearly one 
half its expected amount by the cessation of those 
wars, notwithstanding the rapid increase of popu- 
lation in the United States, which ought to increase 
the amount of our revenue, if increase was wanted. 
Europe now is the carrier of her own commodities; 
and it is a matter of doubt among the best informed 
of our merchants, whether the shipping interest of 
this country makes any profit at the present. If it 
does not, the labor expended in it adds nothing to 
the national resources: but this interest is still of 
great importance on many accounts not needful to 
be mentioned, and entitled tothe patronage of go- 
vernment, 

‘The United States stand alone in drawing their 
national revenue from taxes levied on the domestic 
consumption of foreign productions. The political 
economy of England, in this respect, is like what 
t have heard said of religion at Rome, as exhibited 
in its ceremonies—it¢ is for eaportation, the same as 
a bale of cloth. Britain, on the average, derives 
less than one eighth of her revenue from imposts, 
and even a considerable part of this is levied on 
raw materials, which the skill of her artists and 
perfection of her machinery converts into a tax on 
the very growers of them! France, whose financial 
condition is the most truly prosperous of any nation, 
dyes not derive more than a 2)th part of her re- 
ceipts from the import of foreign articles. We 
cannot, at this moment, speak with reasonable cer- 
tainty of other countries in this respect—but every 
government that we know of, except our owa, re. 
lies on the industry and preduction of és own people 
fyr its own suppsrt; and common sense tells us that 
these only can be relied upon. Still we adhere to 
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@ plan as uncertain of its product as the winds that 





Let me not be misunderstood—I[ am glad, sin- 


waft jits maéeriel into our ports; with a perfect |cerely glad, that the people of the southern states, 
| (as should be if those of any state were), are pros- 


knowledge, too, of its impotence to supply the na- 
tional requisitions, though derived from so great a 
waste of the national strength and prosperity. To 
get one dollar into the treasury, we are content to 
send four dollars out of the country—-for it must be 
observed, that no thing produced by us is received 
by the great trading nations of the world, but for 
the reason that they cannot produce such article 
for themselves, Instance, Britain as to flour, and 
Prance in her monopoly of tobacco—both excluding 
every article of our manufacture. The policy may 
answer for a nation of masters and slaves, but never 
will do for a nation of freemen. And, to cut this 
matter short, I am for a system of revenue that 
will act upon every man according to the amount 
of the protection which he receives in his person 
and property, and which shall support the free do- 
mestic labor of the United States. How the latter 
js accomplished I do not care, so that it is done: the 
free agriculiuralists are more deeply interested in 
bringing it about than any other class of persons 
among us—and they will bring it about, The cup 
of their sufferings is nearly full—it will overflow, 
and then there will be a re-action. The rree .a- 
norens of the United States have the frst claim to 
the care of government, for they are the wealth 
and strength of the nation, and sustain it, like At- 
las, in peace and in war; without them, the rest of 


the inhabitants would be nothing, could not be any 


thing, but masters and slaves. Freedom would 
‘shriek’ at their fall, and retire to the mountains, 
with all the virtuesin hertrain. They are also the 
most numerous, and have only to demand a recog- 
nition of their right toa common protection. The 
legislation of the United States is opposed to the 
prosperity of these—for, though the most numer- 
ous, they have had less unity of action—and are 
easily persuaded by others, who act like the ancient 
Macedonian phalanx. “‘T'he firm union of the south,” 
was a toast lately drank on a distinguished occasion, 
in one of the southern cities—had I been present, 
I should have turned my glass upside down as sure- 
ly as I would do if the “nation of New Englund” 
was meant to be seriously complimented, ‘The firm 
union of the states is the only toast that I will drink, 
in which the word “union” is thus pointedly used. 
But there was much meaning in that objectiona. 
bletoast. The whole domesticexport of the Unit- 
ed States, according to the last return, was va- 
fued at only $43,674,894—the aggregate value of 
two articles, cotton and tobacco, was 25,806,446,* 
deduct also rice, the product of the same countries, 
and the amount of the value of a// other articles 
will be only about 16,000,000. The free people, 
the tax-payers and musket-bearers, mainly interest- 
ed in 63 per cent. of our exports or directly benefit- 
ted by them, are not 4 twelfth, (perhaps much less), 
of such persons in the United States. No wonder, 
then, that these advocate the present system, which 
answers so well to benefit a few at the cost of the 
many. They do not feel the pressure—they are 

fosperous, and may safely say “let us alone;” for, 
Scorkes this great value for foreign export, the do- 
mestic consumption of their sugar, (protected to the 
exclusion of the foreign article, if the home pro- 
duct could meet the demand), cotton, tobacco, rice, 
&c. is superior in value to all that they receive and 
use of the domestic products of the other states. 
These things are worthy of much consideration, 
and shew us what was meant by the toast, «the firm 
union of the south!’’ 





“*Cotton 20,157,484; tobacco 5,648,962, } 


; perous; I would not, knowingly, say any thing or 
do an act to lessen their prosperity for the benefit 
of any other part of the union: but the fact seems 
tome palpable, that nearly the whole legislation of 
the United States, so far as it regards our inter- 
course with foreign nations, in avy and every re- 
spect, is directed to their advantage, and that of a 
few ship-owners in the east. The mass of the peo- 
ple that pay taxe#on foreign goods, are not those 
who supply foreigners with the products of their 
own labor in exchange, and hence they are discou- 
raged, depressed and wronged. Our country must 
be regarded as a whole, and the principles of the 
confederacy should be continually respected; and I 
am entirely satisfied that it is within the power of 
government, by a just system of revenue, to raise up 
the eleven-twelfths and make them prosperous, 
without injury to the remaining twelfth. We want a 
national legislation and policy; not confined to pe- 
culiar sections or interests, whether those sections 
or interests are great or small. But, if one man 
makes money by tlie manufacture of shoes, it is no 
reason why another should not prosper by making 
coats—nay, the prosperity of the one would more 
likely be a positive benefit to the other; and both 
should jog on together in harmony. The subject 
is Of such primary importance, that it has led me 
strangely away, and yet the heads of it are no more 
than pointed out. I shall probably resume it, 
and support myself with some important tabular 
statements, drawn from official papers—all that I 
desire is the general welfare and real indepen- 
dence of the United States—that our affairs may be 
administered with economy and care, and ¢hat the 
means to support the national dignity may rest on our 
own exertions: then shall we be able to stand the 
brunt of war, by reason of prosperity andan enlight- 
ened legislation in peace—and this union remain 
for ages the boast of philosophy and pride of man- 
kind, But without this—and if a policy prevails 
which is exclusively favorable to one section of our 
country and positively ruinous to others—we have 
no hope of arriving at that glorious condition which 
our advantages justify us in aspiring to. 


After writing the preceding, I noticed an extract 
of a letter published from the Augusta (Georgia) 
Chronicle, dated at Washington, Jan. 1, 1822, and 
probably written by a member of congress, which 
advises the editor to “use the influence of his press 
to discountenance”’ a project that had been got up 
in Georgia, to obtain from the U. Statesan annexation 
of East Florida to the territory of that state, as the 
legislature of Alabama had petitioned in regard to 
West Florida. The writer proceeds to say—*én 
the present struggle for sectional preponderance, it is 
highly important that we should avail ourselves of eve- 
ry opportunity to add to our southern influence, and the 
addition of two new senators, would be’ sensibly 
and beneficially felt. It is therefore our policy to 
contribute as much as possible to the erection of 
Florida into a state, and you must not suffer our 
good citizens to have their judgment blinded by 
the dazzling influence of territorial acquisition.””—— 
Now, what is there in this different in spirit from 
one of the main points assumed at the time of the 
“Hartford convention,’’ and so much deprecated by 
the good men of both parties then? I allude to 
a representation of the slave population—a sub- 
ject that will not bear to be discussed any more 
than a representation of horses, except on the prin- 





ciples of the constitution, as regarding every seo- 
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tion of the United States—which, however, evi- 
dently intended that taxes should be paid for the 
representation allowed. 

These preliminary remarks seemed necessary to 
shew our reason for the exhibit that we lately 
made of the treasury reports, and are now about to 
offer of the report of the committee of ways and 
means. I will not call either of these deceptive, as 
implving a design in their authors to delude the 
people and cheat them into acquiescence with a 
policy so baneful as that of depending on imposts 
—but that they have been and are delusive—that 
they are not bottomed upon a sound discretion or 
the evidence of facts, 1 think has been, or may be, 
easily demonstrated. When I first read the last 
report of the committee, which “calls up” the sink- 
ing fund from the «vasty deep” by a breath, and 
pays off the national debt by a few strokes of the 
pen, I was irresistably led to reflect on the charac- 
ter of capt. Bodadil, in the play, who kills an army 
of ten thousand men by mere calculation, and with- 
out effort. If we are mistaken in our views, we 
shall gladly afford room for a condemnation of our 
errors. 


To proceed to the report—that it may be fairly 
before our readers we shall here re-insert it, after 
simply calling attention to the secretary of the trea- 
sury’s report of Dec. 5, 1817 (vol XIII, page 241) 
to see how triumphantly the debts due in 1825 and 
1826 were to have been paid, instead of this new 
project to borrow other monies fo puy them—that is, 
to “rob Peter to pay Paul.” 


in the house of representatives, on the 31st Dec. 1821, 
the commitice of ways and means reported— 

“That they have had under consideration that 
part ofthe annual report on the state of the finances, 
which recommends the exchange of a stock bear- 
ing an interest of five per cent. for the stocks bear- 
ing an interest of seven per cent. and those of six 
per cent. issued in the years 1812 and 1815. 

“The object of the secretary of the treasury ap- 
pears to the committee to be practicable and ad- 
vantageous, not only to the government, but to the 
holders of the stock; they, therefore, submit a bi!l. 
It proposes to exchange a stock bearing an interest 
of five per cent, for the seven percents. due in 1825, 
and so much of the six per cents. due the same year, 
as will make a total of twelve millions of dollars; 
which will leave the sum of $5,462,332, redeemable 
by the commissioners of the sinking fund during that 
year. And it also proposes a like exchange for 
fourteen millions of dollars of the six per cent. 
stock due in the year 1826; which will leave unre- 
deemed of the stock due that year, the sum of 
$8,357,368; but the proportion of the sinking fund, as 
applicable to the payment of the principal of the 
debt, during the year 1826, amounts only to the sum 
of $5,707,000, which will leave, in that year, an un- 
redeemed balance of § 2,650,000; which will be 
redeemed gradually by the operation of the sinking 

fund, as will be shewn by a document received from 
the secretary of the treasury, which the committee 
ask leave to submit as a part of their report; by 
which it will appear, that, ifthe proposed exchange 
of stocks shall take effect, and the amount of the 
sinking fund, be continued at ten millions of dollars, 
THE WHOLE DEBT oF THE United States (the three 
er cents. excepted,) WILL BE EXTINGUISHED IN THE 
year 1833, excerr onty Tue Som oF $ 1,952,000. 

“The same doctiment shews a calculation, bottom- 
ed on the ideathat it may be deemed advantageous 
to reduce the amount of the sinking fund to eight 


millions of dollayg; #n which case te whole of the debt! 





( the three per cents. excepted, ) will be paidoff in the 
year 1836, except the sum of ¥ 1,281,000. But as 


the committee have deemed it advisable to divide - 


the amount of the exchanged stocks into four annu- 
al instalments instead of three, (which had been 
recommended in the annual report on the finances), 
it will, if adopted, prolong the final extinguishment 
of the present debt of the United States one year 
longer. 

“The committee are induced to propose that 
change as well to —— the pressure on the finan- 
ces at the time, as to do comparative justice to the 
holders of the seven per cent. stock, by giving 
them a longer time for their reimbursement. 

‘All which is respectfully submitted.” 


{Here follow certain tabular statements, not ne- 
cecssary to repeat in entire, as they may be seen by 
referring to page 298. 

The first statement shews the descriptions of 
debt to be acted upon—viz: the 6 and 7 per cents. 
of 1812, and the six per cents of 1813, 1814 and 
1815, including funded treasury notes—~ in all mak- 
ing an aggregate of § 65,786,137. 

The operation of a sinking fund of 10 millions on 
the aforesaid sum of 63,787,137 dollars, is then 
shewn,—thus: ’ 


Amount applicable to payment of principal in 1825 5,350,000* 
do 1826 5,707,000 
do 1827 6,049,000 


and so on, until the year 1833, when, these several 
payments being deducted from the principal assum- 
ed above, the whole is paid off except the small 
sum of 1,954,000! 

There isa similar table to shew: the operation of 
a sinking fund of 8 millions, which, in like manner, 
reduces the amount of debt unredeemed in 1837, to 
the sum of 1,281,000 dollars. } 


When I had written thus far, I read the report 
again and again; it would not do—I rose up and walk- 
ed across the room several times to gather up my 
powers of comprehension, recollecting that if I am 
not so prompt to understand as other men are, I 
ought to have more patience. I was still dissatis- 
fied; I feared that miy mind had received erroneous 
impressions of the facts meant to be conveyed, and 
so carried the'repert to a very intelligent friend, re- 
questing him to read it, carefully, at least twice 
over—atter which, I asked him if he understood 
the committee to mean as thew say, that, by the ope- 
rations suggested, “the whole dedi of the United 
States (the three per cents. excepted) would be 
extinguished in the year £833, exceptin the sum 
of $1,952,000,” if the sinking fund was i0 millions, 
orin 1857, with a sinking fund of 8 millions, about 
which the same kind of language is used? My 
friend thought that the committee could not be 
supposed to assert any thing else. These things 
really happened as they are stated. But Iam almost 
yet fearful to speak of the report, according zo iss 
own words, because these words appear to convey 


‘ideas so different from the true state of the matter. 


Reader, please to go over the report again, and 
determine if you understand the committee to say 
that, with a sinking fund of 10 millions, or 8 mil- 
lions, as the case may be, they expect to extin- 
guish the ‘whole debt of the United States,” in the 
manner put down by them. | 





*By the way, I very much doubt the arithme- 
tical accuracy of this item, and request instruc- 
tion how so large an amount as 5,350,000 dollars, 
even if the sinking fund is raised to 10 millions, 
can be applied to the redemption of prineipal in 
1825. Let it be demonstrated. 3 
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The last report of the secretary of the treasury 
states the public debt, as estimated, on the Ist Jan. 
1822, at 93,423,605 








Deduct 3 per cent. stock 13,295,956 
| 80,127,649 
From this take the amount to be re- 
deemed by the tables 63,786,137 | 
Sali unpaid § 16;341,512 


What has become of this sum, which includes the 
monies borrowed to pay current expenses, in 1820 
and 1821? : We are completely at fault—are we to 
imply that it is to be secretly paid by some mysti- 
cal operation before 1825? The secretary does not 
offer even an estimate to pay off any part of the 
debt in 1822,” and says that in the years 1823 and 
1824 ‘wo panr”’ of the sinking fund is “comprehend. | 
ed except what is necessary to discharge the INTEREST 
of the public debt, and the reimbursement of the 
6 per cent. deferred stock’”—these are his own 
words, in the last annual report; and, of course, no 
appropriation,t on account of the public debt, is in- 
tended to be made before the year 1825, unless for 
the purposes just stated. The deferred stock 
spoken of amounts only to the sum of $ 1,783,148 
—and this, if paid, will reduce the missing millions 
to a little less than fifteen; and so much, it appears, 
must remain unpaid after the “whole debt” is to be 
extinguished. Perhaps, the committee do not con- 
sider the 5 per cent. stock, vested in the United 
States bank, as debi—though is is so regarded at 
the treasury; if we deduct this, the missing millions 
will be no more than eight, only a small “handful of 
millions.” But I must quit this part of the subject, 
lest I expose myself to some charge of gross igno- 
vance, or commit myself by some too ardent ex- 
pression. 

The matter that I meant chiefly to comment 
upon, was the simple mode in which the committee 
of ways and means resuscitate the sinking fund; 
and really, it appears as if they might as well 
have put it at twenty as at ten millions—seeing it 
is to advance and be made witole at their bidding! 
but such an advance will impose an addition to the 
public expenditures equal to nearly one third of 
their present amount—and, before a sum so large 
is thus appropriated, one would think that some- 
thing should be said about getting the money. 
We shall say more of this when we have given 
a briefaccount of the sinking fund and the usage 
that it has met with. 

I have referred to several acts of congress re- 
lating to this fund, but especially that of 3rd March, 
1817. Thave not seen these with the eye nor con- 
sidered them with the mind of a lawyer, for I do 
not belong to that honorable profession, being only 
a mechanic—but these seem to be the plain and 
honest meanings of the provisions of the act refer- 
red to: 

The 2nd section makes it the duty of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, annually to place the sum 
of ten millions at the disposal of the commission- 
ers of the sinking fund—and the only discretion 
allowed is as to the times in the year at which the 
money may be drawn for. 


—_ 


*Except a little of the deferred stock. 
+The word “appropriation,” when we speak of 
the sinking fund, is used to express monies estimat- 
_edand actually voted or set apart for that fund; for 
ite 10,000,000, hitherto given to the fund, was per- 
savently pledged, not requiring the ceremony of a 





T aun 


The Sth section settles the rates at which stocks 

shall be purchased, if there should be a surplus 

of the fund beyond the payment of interest and 

redemption of principal due in any year—the 3 

per cents at 65, the 6 per cents at 100, and for 

those “bearing 7 per centum ‘there shall not be 
paid an advance above the par value thereof which 
shall exceed for 100 dollars of stock the com- 
puted value of an annuity of one dollar for a num. 
bey of years, equal to that during which the stock 
so purchased shall not be re-imbursable at the plea- 
sure of government, estimating, in such computa- 
tion, the interest of money at 6 per cent. per ani.” 
The 7th section provides that “if war shail occur 
with any foreign power,” congress shall not be pre- 
vented from “applying to any object of public 
service any surplus of the amount [ten millions] ap- 
propriated to the sinking fund, which shall be left 
in any year, after paying the interest and principal 
that may be actually due and payable by the Unit- 

ed States, &c. 

But a surplus of the sinking fund may be trans- 

ferred to other objects of expenditure, after it has 

remained idle for the space of two years. 

Now, what are the plain provisions of this law? 

1. Thatten millions shal! be set aside every year for 

payments on account of the national debt. 

2. That the surplus, if any, shall be used to pur- 
chase stocks at certain rates, though not payo- 
ble, if to be obtained at those rates. 

- That, unless war occurs with a foreign power, ° 
surplus of the fund, beyond the amount of inte- 
rest and principal payable in any year, can 0" 
be used for ordinary purposes, but on the expira- 
tion of two years after the year in which such 
surplus occurs. 

That these are the conditions of the law nicht 

be proved by a hundred references, The first that 
offers itself isthe report of the committee of ways 
and means of April 1820, in which they speak po- 
sitively, as if ten millions must be appropriated; but, 
because a certain surplus could not be used in 
that year, they suggest that ¢ha¢ surplus might be 
used for other purposes, “deprecating a recur- 
rence”’ tothe practice, &c. This case is sufficicnt 
—but, when the secretary of the treasury in his re- 
port of 1819, first darkly hinted at an invasion of 
this fund, he said it might be done, “ir atrowa- 
BLE” under the act. 
What has happened? 
Without a repeal of the act above mentioned, 
the surpluses of the sinking fund for the years 
1820 and 1821 were used to satisfy the ordinary 
demands on government, and so will the surplus 
of 1822. Nay, neither in the last year norfor the 
present, has the secretary of the treasury treated 
the act with so much respect as to bring his 
theretofore permanent item of ten millions into 
his estimates. [Yet he talks of a sinking fund 
of ten millions! } 

2. Though what was called the surplus of the fund 
in 1820 was thus diverted, the disgraceful fact 
existed, that a fragment of the Louisiana debt, 
due and payable in that very year, was not paid, 
and the secretary spoke about the “forbear. 
ance” of the public creditors! 

. That notwithstanding the alleged surplus of 1821 
was used for current expenses, and the presumed 
surplus of 1822 will travel the Same road, there 
was in the last year and is in the present, the 
sum of two millions of dollars of debt which it 
appears to me that the commissioners of the 

| sinking fund were selemnly bound and are se- 


©3 


1. 





10 2, to appropriate it annually. 
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riously calledupon to redeem. ‘This is the loan 
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of two millions, negocijated at the bank of the! 

United States, in 1820, at six per cent. interest, 

and redeemable at the will of the government; about 

which see a note atthe end. How they can get 
over the payment of this money is beyond my— 
knowledge of the law. 

So much for the sinking fund—a little while ago, 
regarded asa political ark, that could not be touch- 
ed-—-now cast down and trampled under foot, and 
denied even a decent interment! We have shewn 
it is not true that there is no part of the public debt 
on which its surplus can operate, though it has so 
been averred a thousand iimes by men that must 
have known better. ‘There is, at least, the two mil- 
lions above stated that should to be paid off, even 
if we borrowed two other millions to enable us 
to do it; and I think that the national faith (as 
pledged in the creation of a sinking fund), is vio- 
lated, by a neglect or refusal to discharge that loan. 
Not violated to the lenders—no, no: they would 
like to lend much more money on the same terms 
—but violated so far as the people are concerned;— 
for this loan may be paid by a 5 per cent. loan, 
which would sell at a premium of 11* per cent. and 
this would at once put 220,060 dollars in the trea- 
sury and save us 20,000 dollars a year in interest. 
But this is notthe day.of “small things” What’s 
two hundred and twenty thousand dollars in hand, 
and twenty thousand dollars a year, when com- 
pared with the favor of the bank of the United 
States? Nothing at all! With some, it will be a 
sort of ¢reasonto mention it! That soul-less body, 
created by ourselves, has a right to be our master. 
Well—be it so; yet I will not bow my knee to this 
institution dedicated to the god Wercury, got up 
mainly by persons now pretty much esteemec as 
, and managed by them to the great da- 
mage of those who honestly vested their money 
zn it. 

Now we come to the very cream of the report 
—the redemption of the debt, which the sinking 
fund is to effect. This reminds us ef old mo- 
ther Goose’s direction how to cook a salmon, which 
begins thus—“ First carcu a salmon—rtuen,” &c. and 
the committee should have told us how they meant 
to make the sinking fund, rather than how they 
would apply it, when made. It is a “mighty” easy | 
thing, (as they say in Maryland), to pay debts, if 
one has the money—but the mischief is to get the 
money; and truly, in the present case, when the 
manner how to use money appears to have been 
the only thing that was at all considered, I wonder 
that they did not calculate a sinking fund of fifty 
millions and so end the debt, by caleulation, at 
once. Some, perhaps, will think that the venera- 
ble chairman and respectable members of this most 
important committee are treated with too much 
levity—but, when I examine their different reports 
and those of the secretary of the treasury, one 
with the other of their own classes—I must smile 
or do worse, be gay or severe. The sinking fund 
is dead, except as to the payment of interest and 
some small reimbursements of principal, and I can- 
not see how it is that gentlemen speak of it as ex- 








*We see that the five per cents. redeemable in 
1855, are quoted at 15 dollars, 20 cents, in a Phi- 
ladelphia paper “above the par value of 6 percent. 
stock.” [If 6 be 13.20, 5 is 11.03,] This is con- 
clusive evidence that the money-lenders laugh at 
the report of the committee of' ways and means, 
about extinguishing the whole debt in 1833. In- 


deed, this stock is not redeemable until two years | 





after the whole debt isto be paid! i 


isting in full health and vigor, or how they can 

hope to restore it without preparing the means to 

bring itforth. Previous to an appropriation, the 

money for it must be provided—else there was rea- 

son in the madman who climbed to the top of the 

Catskill mountains, and called out, “Attention the 

universe—kingdoms by the right wheel, march!’’ 

The revenue will no more increase on the report 
of a committee of ways and means, than the uni- 
verse attend or kingdoms cbey, the order of a mad- 
man on the mountains of Catskill. 

But—to be right serious, and speak of this cal- 
culated redemption of the public debt, as resting 
upon the present and probable revenue of the 
United States, to be derived from imposts, (with 
Europe at peace, or not involved in a very exten- 
sive war, which shall affect the maritime nations), 
is, I think, about as reasonably to be expected as 
that one might “scale the moon with a lamp-light- 
er’s ladder,” and from thence batter down the walls 
of the city of Paphos, which may be in the planet 
Venus, with a goose-quill pop-gun, charged with 
potatoes, That is, I seriously believe, that the ad- 
vancement of such a calculation at a time like 
this, without saying one word about the means to 
give effect to it—deserves, to ‘be laughed at, if 
108 more. 

NOTE—THE TWO MILLION Loan OF 1820. 

If this article had not extended to so great a 
length, I would furnish a documentary history of 
the things which belong to this loan, and venture 
to say that it would amuse many as well as excite 
censure in some: but the following brief notice of 
the proceedings that have a bearing upon it, must 
suffice.— 

In 1817, the secretary of the treasury felt able 
to pay off the public debt—«“like nothing;” and 
because he had so much money in possession and 
prospect, he recommended a repeal of the internal 
taxes, presuming that taxes would not be imposed 
on the people for the simple purpose of purchas- 
ing the public debt at rates above par! 4nd the 
people huzzaed/—myself, perhaps, among the number 
of the silly ones. 

In his report of 1818 he seemed to lament the 
loss of the money which these taxes had produced, 
and right plainly told us that we should have to 
borrow money to meet the expenditures of 1820. 
He thought a loan was preferable tothe imposition 
of new taxes, which would not be wanted after that 
year’ What a fall was there, my countrymen!” 

On the 10th Dec. 1819, he first suggested an in- 
vasion of the sinking fund, “if allowable”? under 
the act, and demanded a loan. Onthe 20th of 
April, following, the committee of ways and meens 
made a great report, shewing that the deficit of 
1820 would be only 1,458,001 dollars*—but, to put 
the treasury quite at ease, they proposed to bor- 
row two millions; they did not want any more, they 
would not have any more,—and there was mucii 
debating about it. Some thought that ve millions 
would be wanted;—but at last, on the importunity 
of a majority of the committee, the house agreed to 
borrow only three millions, and for this an act was 
passed and the money was borrowed—yet at the 
end of this said year 1820, and notwithstanding the 
surplus of the sinking fund had been used, there 
was a deficit of $2,638,169, and the Louisiana 
stock, payable in that year, amounting to 2,216,408 
dollars, had not been blotted from the books! 

But, in granting this loan of three millions, con- 
gress, seeing that the finances would soon be in a 





*Ilow exact—evyen to one dollaz. 





en ee a pee ahiaiears 














$96 NILES’ REGISTER—FEBRUARY 


16, 18892—-FORKIGN ARTICLES. 


~ —_— + 





~~" 





flourishing condition again!—vested a discretion in 
the act to borrow money at 6 per cent. interest, 
provided the loan was made “redeemable at the 
will of the government,” or at 5 per cent. and not 
redeemable until after the year 1832. On this, the 
secretary of the treasury, with the same prospects 
a-head, and loath to incumber the United States 
with a loan that the government could not compel 
a reimbursement of, gave notice that he would bor- 
row (only) two millions;* but forthis he would pay 
six per cent. because it must be redeemable at will 
—that it might be paid a month afterwards, if found 
expedient to do so! Well, very few persons wished 
to invest money under such hazardous circumstan- 
ces, and so i¢ fell ont that the bank of the United 
States got the whole loan at two per cent. premium, 
at the very time when 6 per cent. loans were made 
to the city of Philadelphia, and the 6 per cent. 
stocks of the U. States, were at from 6 to 6} per 
cent. premium' A neat little speculation—being 
$0,000 dollars less in its product than it must have 
amounted to, but for the impression sent out that it 
would be redeemed immediately! The fact of tak- 
ing the loan, at the rate above stated, was publish- 
ed fin the «National Intelligencer” of the 23d of 
June, 1820, and the editors most gravely told us 
that «the premium of this loan would, doubtless, 
have been much greater, but for the uncertainty as 
to the term of its duration, it being redeemable at 
the will of the government”——still sticking to 
and upholding the notion that it would be speedily 
redeemed. For the act of congress, the proposals 
of the secretary of the treasury, the paragraph from 
the “National Intelligencer,” the price of stocks at, 
the time, and a fuller view of the transaction, re- 
fer to the 18th volume of this work, page 314, 
where all these matters were put in “goodly row,” 
with an entire expectation that things would turn 
out exactly as they have done. 

Well—but this said loan of two millions, at 6 per 
cent. interest, is “redeemable at the will of the 
government”—why, then, is it not redeemed? The 
commissioners of the sinking fund have a right to 
demand the money for it—it is directly within the 
requisitions and power of the law under which they 
act: and, in the name of all that is honest, why 
should we pay to that “sinful institution, the bank 
of the United States,”{ six per cent. for money, 
when so many persons would gladly lend it at five, 
and give a handsome premium? lIask—andI hope 
that Some one more powerful than I am to de, will 
also ask—is there any secret contract between the 
parties, unknown to the law? I must say that the 
thing does not “look well;” there is an ugly suspi- 
cion hanging over it.+ 





*The other million was afterwards borrowed at 


5 per cent. . 

We the people have already lost about 450,000 
dollars—money actually taken from our pockets, by 
thisinstitution. Its stock is said to be above par,— 





enough, perhaps, to indemnify that loss, and we 


So much for the two million loan. ‘What’s all 
this about?” said my uncle Toby. “Its a cock and 
bull story,” returned my father, and about as gueer 
a one as ever was told about such a thing, say 1. 
The right of it is nearly as incomprehensible «as 
Plato’s dialogues on the immortality of the soul, 
which, if recollect correctly, begin thus—“A thing 
is—and is not; it cannot be, yet must be,” &c. 
But the misery is, we know the loan is, and that we 
must pay it. ‘Phere is no logic necessary to tell us 
that—though we may wonder how it remains on the 
list of our debts, in the manner that it does. 
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Foreign Articles. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
London papers of the 4th January.} 

Intelligent farmers in Norfolk, in England, state, 
that there is not a patch of land in the county that, 
in the present state of affairs, can afford a shilling 
for rent. , [So great is the amount of poor ratcs, 
taxes and tythes.] 

The Scotch manufacturers are very busy, and 
are largely interested in the American trade—with 
which they appear to be much pleased. 

Another whole family has been murdered in Ire- 
and. 

The competition between the proprietors of 
stages running between London and Exeter is so 
great, that people are not only carried gratis, but 
treated to breakfast, punch at 12 o’clock, and din- 
ner and wine in the afternoon, if they will honor 
one of the lines with their patronage! 

British navy. 1n one of our late London papers 
(says the New-York Evening Post) it is stated, that 
there are now building und ordered to be built, at 
his majesty’s dock yards, 96 ships of war, viz: 18 
of the line, 55 heavy frigates, 13 light frigates, 14 
sloops and brigs, 7 bombs, 5 gun brigs, and 4 cut- 
ters. Four of the number are to be of the class of 
120 gun ships, one of which is to be called King 
George the Fourth. One of the frigates (60 guns) 
is named the President, probably in honor of the 
old U. S. President, commodore Decatur. Quere. 
What does all this mean? 

FRANCE. 

The budget for 1822 shews that the finances of 
France are stillin a most posperous condition. How 
great are the resources of this country, from the 
encouragement afiorded to national industry! The 
taxes are easily paid—money is plenty, the public 
debt is diminishing, though public works are not 
neglected. But the funds have lately declined from 
political causes. 





SPAIN. 

The general prospect of things in this kingdom 
is of a more tranquil character than the accounts 
heretofore received could have led us to bope for. 
The king received the address of the cortes on the 
21st of December, requesting a change of ministry. 
It recites the disorders which prevail m Spain— 
urges that the state of the nation requires a vigor. 


hope that our share in it may be sold off immedi- | ous ministry, capable of inspiring love and confi- 
ately. Let us get out of this “bond of iniquity,” | dence—and concludes with expressing « confident 
and have nothing further to do withit. ‘The fathers |hope, that his majesty will adopt the measures 
of this institution are candidates for the fame of} which the situation of the kingdom so imperiously 


Erostratus, if the people ever returito the’original 
principles of our system of government. 


+By the bye, talking about the bank of the United | 
States, leads me to ask for another thing that I} 
should like much to see—the plain and particular | 
account between the United States and the bank of | 
the United States for a year or two, put down like | 


demands. The king made the following laconic 








that I may understand them. [Just as this article 
was making-up to put it to press, we received a 
curious pamphlet from Philadelphia, relating to the 
last loan, in which it is stated that we owed the bank, 
at one time, the sum of $3,700,000. Weshall no 


such transactions are in my own small bank-book, | tice this publication more at large hereafter.] 
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answer:—“I’receive your message: it is very im- 
portant: I shall take it into consideration.” It is 
thought that he will submit the message to his 
council of state. 

ITALY. 

It is reported that the Austrian army in Naples 
is to be reduced to 25,000. The troops at the ca- 
pital were lately reviewed by the king! The bishop 
of Aversa was shot dead, in broad day-light, by a 
young man said to have been of the Carbonari. 

GERMANY, : 

S. Rothschild, the great Jew banker, has been 
baptized at Viennaprince d’Esterhazy stood god- 
father for him. : 

From Vienna, it is stated that all foreigners em- 
ployed in the Austrian states, as preceptors or teach- 
ers, have, without distinction, received orders to 
guit the country. It is added, that the education 
of youth, whether public or private, is to be exclu- 
sively confided to the Jesuits, or to the Redemp- 
tionists, who are an affiliation of that order! 

PRUSSIA. 

The Prussian government having ascertained the 
unhappy certainty that there is a ceficiency of ten 
millions in its budget, which can only be covered 
by a loan, negociations have already been entered 
into with several foreign banking houses. 

DENMARK, 

Letters from the north of Europe speak of a 
communication made by a great northern power to 
the @ourts of Copenhagen and Stockholm, having 
for its object to form a maritime confederation of 
the three powers. 

RUSSTA. 

The report is repeated that tle Russian army 
has passed the Pruth. We have not yet any thing 
certain—but no doubt is entertained of the design 
of Alexander to possess himself of Turkey. In 
the event of an attack, one of the most extensive 
massacres ever read of may be expected—the 
Turks will destroy a/l the Christians in their pow- 
er, and the Christians will retaliate on the Turks. 

i TURKEY. : 

That all Candia, except a few fortresses, is pos- 
sessed by the Greeks, is confirmed. The pacha of 
Salonica has been beaten for the f/th time, near the 
town of Cassandria. It was a most furious battle, 
fought or the 26th Sept. The pacha, after losing 
7,000 men, was glad to make his escape at the head 
of 200. The Greeks did not make any priseners— 
they only let one Turk go to tell the news of the 
destruction of his fellows! 

The Persians were advancing victorious. The 
disasters of the Turks has caused them, according 
to custom, to vent their rage on the unprotected 
and unoffending—hence extensive slaughters of 
the Greeks and others at Constantinople, &c. 

There are additional reports of an insurrection 
in the capital—that great disorders have taken 
place seems undoubted; but whether tothe extent 
of beheading the suitan and a general massacre, is 
not certain—thougii these things are probable. 

It is now stated as an unqualified fact, that, not- 
withstanding the most strenuous efforts of the Bri- 
tish and Austrian ministers at Constantinople, the 
Porte has indignantly rejected the Russian ultima- 
tum. He would not consent to the occupation of 
Moldavia and Wallachia by Russian troops, and po- 
sitively rejected the proposition for a restoration 
of the Greek churches, &c. When the Austrian 
minister asked the Reis Effendi whether the Porte 
had determined on peace or war—he excused him- 
self from answering the question, as he was not in- 


vested with snch powers; besides, added he, «the! 





» 


Sultan will do whatever he pleases, and ninety mil- 
lions of Musselmen, with the sword in one hand 
and the Koran in the otlier, will know how to de- 
fend their rights against the; Christians.” 

_ It is reported that the foreign ministers, alarmed 
for their personal safety, stood prepared te leave 
Constantinople with the least possible delay. 

The late naval battle, fought in the Ionian seas, 
in which the Greeks gained a great victory and the 
shattered remains of the Turkish fleet were pra. 
tected at Zante, by the British, lasted ten hours, 
and was very destructive. ‘ 

There was a great slaughter at Smyrna on the 
20th and 2istof Nov. The Turks murdered some 
Austrians, Italians, &c. and then fell on the Grecks, 
several hundreds of whom were butchered, unre- 
sisting and incold blood. To gather their victims 
the more easily, they equipped a ship as a Greek 
vessel that would carry off passengers—about 300 
Greeks went on board ,and paid their-passage-mo« 
ney, and then were deliberately put to death. 

We are indebted to the “Federal Republican” 
for the following extract from a firman of the Ot. 
toman Porte, translated from a German paper. It 
shews the feeling that prevails as to Russsia—s4 
now see, Musselmen, to whom we are indebted for 
our uneasiness, and ivr the rebellion of our peacea. 
ble rajas. It was the treacherous Russian who ex~ 
cited the Greeks and placed arms in their hands; 
were it not for his treachery, his dissimulation, and 
his money, our rajas would still enjoy our sovereign 
protection, and would not have been induced to 
abandon their duty in soculpable amanner. There: 
fore, Musselmen, I recommend my rajas to your 
mercy, inasmuch as they would not have done 
wrong had it not been for treachery and deceit, 
Meet them with forbearance and mercy; treat them 
not as enemies, for My vengeance shall light only 
on the guilty, As the Russians, this infidel nation 
attack us in the dark, as they require of us the ine 
dependence of the rajas, which the dignity of our 
empire forbids, I therefore command you, faithful 
and intrepil Musselimen, to be on your guard, both 
by day and by night, so that our treacherous enemy 
may not surprise us, I assert, fearlessly, that the 
independence of the rajas, and all similar requests, 
are so inconsistent with the Ottoman power, and 
the dignity of the sublime Porte, that we shall ne- 
ver consent, if even a war, long and bloody, shall 
be the consequence.” 

1ONTAN ISLANDS, 

Military law being proclaimed in these islands, 
as noticed in our last, the British protectors have 
proceeded to put to death a great number of pea- 
sants, who did not know even for what they were 
molested, and to exhibit their dead bodies in iron 
cages on the summit of the hills. The people of 
Zante were invited to a church, when fifty-four of 
them were seize | as hostages. . Troops were pour- 
ing into the island, and vessels of war, ready to at- 
tack the town were in the port; but the people, 
made mad with oppression, seemed determined on 
resistance, They have our best wishes, that they 
may drive their protectors into the sea. 

COLOMBIA. 

A letter from St. Fe de Bagota says “Dr. Bol- 
man, agent for the Barings, of London, has rented 
from the government of Colomédia, the salt works 
at Siguipaguira, for twenty years, for the sum of 
two millions of dollars, to be paid in advance, and 
is now treating to take the national debt, amounting 
to about three and a half millions of dollars, at? per 
_ interest. This isverv fayorable for the coun- 
ry. 
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Panama declared itself independent on the 15th 
of Dec. and had sent deputies to the government 
of Colombia to announce the event, &c. 

CHILI AND PERU, &c. 

Callao was surrendered to gen. San Martin on 
the 29th Sept. 1821. A royal general, Ramirez, has 
still the command of some troops in Upper Peru; 
but all opposition to the independence of the coun- 
try was soon expected to be at an end. 40,000 
stand of arms and great quantities of ammunition, 
&c. fell into the hands of the patriots by the sur- 
render of Callao. Peru, except as above stated, 
appears to be entirely tranquil. | 

Capt. Ridgely of the U. S. frigate Constellation, 
bas addressed a letter to Mr. Forbes, U. S. agent 
at Buenos Ayres, stating the danger that attends 
vessels of any nation inapproaching the island of 
St. Mary’s on the coast of Arauco, infested by pi- 
rates, who have made a number of captures. The 
chief of these is an officer*in the service of Spain, 
named Benevides. He adds, that the convicts in 
the island of Juan Fernandez, had risen upon those 
who had them in charge and overpowered them. 
To make their escape, they had resolved to seize 
the first ship that they could, and so nearly suc- 
ceeded in getting possession of.an American whaler, 
that the captain was compelled to leave his chief 
mate and ten men behind. Captain Ridgely was 
about to proceed to the island to obtain a release 
of.those persons. 

Previous to the surrender of Callao, on the ad- 
vance of gen. Canterac for its relief, (though he 
was totally defeated), some alarm prevailed at Li- 
ma, and funds, to the amount of 5 or 600,000 dol- 
lars, were shipped, to be taken off if the Spaniards 
should regain that city. It is stated that lord 
Cochrane had seized all the money to pay off his 
crews! We observe in the English papers, that 
he has lately made some heavy remittances home; 
but his flag ship, the O’Higgins, is reported to 
have sunk, with a vast quantity of treasure on 
board. 





—— 





Seventeenth Congress—first session. 
IN THE SENATE. 

February 8. Areturn of the manufactures made 
to the department of state by the marshals, was 
received by the senate. 

The bill to amend the charter of the bank of the 
&. States, was taken up (14 to 12.) This bill is 
to authorize the appointment of persons to sign 
and countersign the notes of the bank, and make 
it penal in the officers or servants of the bank, to 
embezzle the funds or profits thereof. 

The bill being read, Mr. Findlay addressed the 
senate in opposition to the bill, because it did not 
contain the other modifications requested by the 
bank; though if the incorporation of the bank was 
now pending, he should vote against it. {These 
modifications are in relation to that part of the 
charter which makes the notes of the bank and 
its offices receivable in all payments to the U. 
States, and the provision which precludes the re- 
election of directors who have served three years 
both which the bank wishes may be abolished. } 

On the suggestion of Mr. Holmes, the further con- 
sideration of the subject was postponed. - 

The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to confirm the title of the marquis de Maison 
Rouge, to a tract of land claimed under « Spanish 
grant. 

Messrs. J/olmes and Brown, of Ohio, spoke in op- 
position to the ¢laim, aml Mr, Southard in support 


=_ - 
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of it—after which, the further consideration of the 
bill was postponed to Monday, to which day, also, 
the senate agjourned. 

February 11. The billabout a connexion of the 
waters of the Illinois river with those of lake Mi- 
chigan, was reported with amendments 

Mr. Smith, from the committee on the judiciary, 
to which had been referred the bill from the other 
house to fix the ratio of representation under the 
fourth census, reported the same with an amend- 
ment (to strike out 40,000 and insert 42,000 as the 
ratio. 

The bill to confirm the title of the marquis de 
Maison Rouge was taken up—Mr. Otis spoké in 
favor of the claim and Mr. Barbour against it— 
and the senate adjourned. 

February 12. ‘The senate was chiefly occupied 
this day in considering the bill to confirm the ti- 
tle of the marquis de Maison Rouge to a tract of 
land in Louisiana, Mr. Brown, of Lou. advocated, 
and Mr. Van Buren opposed the claim. 

February 13. Mr. Barton submitted a resolution 
that had for its object an inquiry in the particulars 
of the disbursement of the 15,000 dollars a year, 
that is set apart to promote the civilization of the 
friendly Indians. [Adopted next day.] 

Mr. R. M. Johnson, of Kentucky, agreeably tono- 
tice given, and having obtained leave, introduced 
the following bill, which was read and passed to 
the second reading. 


Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representativg@ of the 
United States of America, in congress assembled, That the district 
courts of the United States shall have exclusive cognizance of ali 
civil causes of admiralty and maritime jurisdictivn, relating to the 
navigation of the high seas, and ports, and havens, and creeks, 
within the ebb and flow of the tide, and of all torts and injuries 
done cr committed upon the high s and upon creeks, ports, 
and havens, within the ebb and flow of the tide; and of all offences 
committed upon the high seas without the jurisdiction of any state, 
except offences which, by law, are exclusively cognizable in the 
circuit courts Of the United States; provided, that the admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction aforesaid, shall not be so construed as to ex- 
tend to any case arising from the trade or commerce carried oa 
within the interior of any state or territory of the United States 


: ye navigable waters, where such trade or commerce stops short 
. or is limited to the ebb ard flow of the tide. 


[ the ov ject of ihe vill was to define admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction, and Mr. Johnson supported 
the bill by sundry references to what is deemed 
authority on the subject. ] 

The claim of the marquis de Maison Rouge to 
thirty square leagues of land in Louisiana, was again 
considered. Mr. Smith, of S. C. spoke two hours 
and an half against the claim. Mr. T'aljot moved 
that the bill be recommitted with instructions to 
prepare and report a bill providing for the adjudi- 
cation of this and all similar claims to land within 
the late province of Louisiana, derived from the 
powers formerly claiming the sovereignty of the 
said province, previous to the cession thereof to 
the United States, by the regular judicial tribunals 
of the United States, reserving to either party the 
right of appeal to the supreme court, agreeably to 
the provisions. of the existing laws regulating ap- 
peals. 

‘The senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb. 7. The speaker presented a letter 
from Dr. James Smith, vaccine agent, which, on 
motion of Mr. Little, was referred to the select 
committee appointed on that subject, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Baltimore, 4th February, 1822. 
The honorable the speaker 
of the house of representatives. 
Sin: From letters which I have received from Dr. 





Pema of Tarboro’ N. C. Lam fully persuaded I 


have discovered the true cause of the deplorable 
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events which have happened there—and I am now 
Satisfied that they have originated from an accident 
such as never occurred before, and there is no dan- 
ger that the like will ever occur again. 

I had a paper which contained some small pox 
scabs, taken by myself from a person named Whit- 
field, about 4th Oct. 1821—and on this paper I had 
written carefully, to avoid accidents, that it con- 
tained the variolous or small pox matter. But this 
paper was afterwards mislaid, and, after searching 
for it in vain, I had concluded it was lost, and sup 
posed it might have been swept out of my office 
with other waste papers. 

From the information, however, which I have 
received from Dr. Hunter, quoting the words I had 
written on it, I have no doubt but that the same 
identical paperI had lost, containing the small pox 
scabs, and marked assuch, was put up in Dr. Ward’s 
letter by mistake or inadverten¢e, instead of the 
glasses of vaccine matter which I intended to send 
to him, and which, from his letter to me, I supposed 
he had received and used. 

We may now, therefore, safely conclude, that 
the injury done is of more limited extent than I 
feared; and every citizen of North Carolina has it 
in his power to be secured from it, if they will use 
the vaccine matter I have sent to them. 

Pr. Hunter? assures me that the vaccine matter 
obtained by him from this institution, and which he 
was using “in a general and extensive vaccina- 
tion,” when he wrote me, 19th ultimo, was such as 
he knew to be genuine. 

I hope you will be so good as to make the con- 
tents of this letter known in the house of repre- 
sentatives; and I will be happy to farnish you or 
any committee of congress, who may be appointed 
to make inquiry on this subject, with every fact 
relating to it which has or may hereafter come to 
my knowledge. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
most obedient servant, 

JAMES SMITH. 

Friday, Feb. 8. Mr. AfcLane reported a bill to 
incorporate the United States Nayal Fraternal As- 
sociation. 

After other minor matters were attended to—the 
house, in committee of the whole, proceeded to 
consider the bankrupt bill. Mr. Montgomery, ina 
speech of nearly two hours, advocated the passage 
of this bill; and Mr. Blair opposed it. Mr. /lemp- 
Aill rose to address the committee, but the usual 
hour of adjournment having arrived, the committee 
rose, and the house adjourned to Monday. 

Fd ates Feb. 11. Several reports being receiv- 
ed, &c. 


Mr. Farrally submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee en the post office and post roads 
Ne instructed to inquire into the practicability of facilitating the 
means of discovering thefts and destruction, or opening and mu- 
tilating letters, committed by the deputy postmasters, their agents 
and mail carriers; and alsointo the propriety of enacting severer 


and other penalties against those who may be convicted of such 
offences. 


Mr. Farrally spoke at some length on the subject, 
and mentioned sundry cases of theft, &c. and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Trimble, the house agreed to 
consider the joint resolution by him submitted some 
days since, relative to the recognition of the inde- 
pendent governments of South America, for the 
purpose of having the same referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union: and it 
was referred accordingly. 

The speaker presented a communication from the 
president of the United States, transmitting a re- 





tercourse with the Indian tribes, and the measures 
heretofore pursued for their civilization; which, on 
motion, was referred to the committee on Indian 
affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


The speaker also presented a communicatian 
from the war department on the subject of the 
expenditures by the Indian agents for Michigan, 
according to acall from this house; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Little, was referred to the Committee of 
the whole house on the partial appropriation bill 
and ordered to be printed. 

The engrossed resolution, directing a digest to 
be made and printed of the returns of the census 
of manufactures, was read a third time, passed, and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The bill from the senate authorizing the transfer 
of certain certificates of the funded debt of the 
United States, was read the third time and passed. 

The bankrupt bill was then further discussed— 
Messrs. Hemphill and Colden spoke in favor of it— 
and Mr. Mitchell, of S. C. manifesting a desire to 
speak to the question, and the usual hour of ad- 


journment having arrived, the committee rose and 
the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Feb. 12. Many reports on private claims 
and about matters of minor importance were receiv- 
ed. Mr Eustis reported the bill amended for the re- 
conveyance of a tract of land (the battery) to the 
city of New York; and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Russell, from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the message from the 
president, transmitting a report from the secreta- 
ry of state, on the case of captain Shane, of the 
Ajax, made a report, detailing the circumstances 
of his suffering from personal violence, in the port 
of Havana, and concluding with the recommenda- 
tion, that congress take no further order thereon; 
which report was agreed to. 

fThe ground of the recommendation was, that 


capt. Shane had not sought redress of the authori- 


ties at Havana; where the personal outrage upon 
him was committed. ] 


Mr. Cocke, after some preparatory remarks, which 
had for their object to shew what he thought were 
abuses in the naval establishment, in the full pay 
of officers without sufficient employment or any 
employment at all, offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affuirs be instructed ty 
inquire, and report, how many naval stations are occupied by the 
United States; the number and grade of the officers at each; what 
each officer has received as pay and subsistence, and what for 
emoluments or extra compensation for supposed services; how 
many have received their full monthly pay who were not in atw 
tual servee at the time, and by what authority they were so paid; 
and also that they inquire iuto the expediency of reorganizing 
the naval establishment of the United States. 

Mr. JfcLane, chairman of the committee on na- 
val affairs, did not object to the inquiry, but to the 
mode of it; he thought it evaded the rules of the 
house, as to calling for information, &c. He moved 
to amend the resolution, leaving part of it fora se- 
parate inquiry, directed to the héad of the naval de- 
partment, so as to read as follows: 


* Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 


inquire into the expediency of re-erganizing the naval establish- 
ment of the United States.’ 


‘the amendment was opposed by Mr. Cocke, as 
proposing an unnecessary division of his motion inte 
two distinct resolves, and supported by Mr. Mfc Lane 
in reply—and was agreed to by the house. : 

Thus modified, the resolution was adopted with- 
out opposition. | 

Mr. ic Duffie taid on the table the following re- 


port from the secretary of war, relative to our in- | solution: , 
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Resol That the secretary of the treasury be directed to lay 
before this house a statement of the balances of money in the trea- 


sury, and of the amounts of the appropriations unexpended, at the 
end of each year, from the commencement of the government to 
the 31st December last. Also a statement of the amounts of the 
public monies which had been received by the collectors and re- 
ceivers, and not into the treasury on the 30th September 
and on the 3Ist rlast respectively. Also, a statement of 
the amounts of revenue bonds ou ng on the 30th September 
last, shewing separately the amount of those that are considered 
solvent and of those that are considered insolvent; and a statement 
of the debentu -standing at the same period. Also a state- 
ment of the amounts of out-standing revenue due on the 30th 

tember, and the 3ist December last respectively, showing at 
each period the amount that was in suit, the amount upon which 
indu had been given, and the extent of that indulgence; 
and a statement of the sums due for public lands on the 30th Sep- 
tember*1820, and on the 30th of September last, respectively, de- 
ducting from each of those sums the amounts from which the pur- 
chasers of public lands may have been released under the act of 
the last congress passed for their relief. Also a statement of duties 
secured in each quarter of the past year. 


Mr. Fleyd offered a resolution which had for its 
object an inquiry into the factory-system of the 
United States among the Indian tribes. 

Mr. Sterling offered a resolution to institute an 
inquiry into the case of Theron Rudd, formerly 
clerk in the U. S. district courtin the state of New 
York, and ascertain what steps had been taken to 
recover of him certain monies deposited in his 
hands, as an officer of the U.S. [The amount ap- 
pears to be about 150,000 dollars.{ 

The speaker presented a communication from 
the war department, transmitting a statement 
shewing the appropriations for the year 1821; the 
amount unexpended for each specific object, and 
the balance remaining tnexpended on the 31st of 
December, 1821; which, on motion of Mr. Smith of 
Md. was referred to the committee of ways and 
means, and ordered to be printed. 

The house went into a committee of the whole 
on the bankrupt bill, Messrs Mitchell and Phillips, 
of Pa. supported the striking out of the first sec- 
tion. Mr. Archer observed that he had some ob- 
servations to make on the subject, and the com- 
mittee rose and the house adjourned 

Wednesday, Feb.13. The resolution yesterday 
submitted by Mr. Jc Duffie, calling for information 
from the treasury department, was taken up, and, 
after debate, modified and agreed to. 


Mr. Cocke submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be communicated to this house the number and loca- 
tion of the naval stations now octupied by the U. States, the num- 
ber and grade of the officers at each, and how employed; what 
each receives per month as pay and subsistence, and what for emo- 
juments or extra compensation; whether any have received their 
full monthly pay, who were not in actual service during the period 
for which they were paid; how many are on furlough; whether 
any naval officer is employed in the merchant service; if so, whe- 
ther he receives any pay from the government. _ 

The speaker presented a communication from the 


navy department, transmitting the appropriations 
and applications of public money for the navy de- 
partment for the year 1821; which was referred to 
the committee of ways and means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

An engrossed bill, entitled ‘an act to authorize 
the conveyance of atract of land to the city of New 
York,” was read a third time as amended, passed, 
and sent to the senate for concurrence. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the bankrupt bill——-Mr. Archer 
cemmenced his speech in favor of striking out the 
first section, and having proceeded therein until 
the usual hour of adjournment, the committee rose 
and the house adjourned. : 

TAURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS—PFEL. 14. 

In senate. The bill from the other house, mak- 
Mg partial appropriations for the naval service, was 
read a third time, and, by general consent, passed. 
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The bill respecting the claim of the marquis de 
Maison Rouge, was further considered—after much 
debate, it was referred, according to the proposi- 
tion offered yesterday by Mr. T'albot, and so amend- 
ed, on the motion of Mr. Van Dyke, as to refer this 
claim alone to the decision of the courtsayes 26. 

Mr. .Macon observed that, as this was the first 
time in which this principle was adopted by con. 


gress, he requested the ayes and noes on the ques- 
tion. 


The question was then taken on the proposition 
torefer the claim to the judiciary, and decided by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, of Lou. D’Wolf, Eaton, Fd- 
wards, Elliott, Findlay, Gaillard, Holmes, of Miss. Johuson, Ken. 
Johnson, Lou. King, Alab, King,N.Y. Knight, Lloyd, Lowrie, Mills, 
Otis, Palmer, Parrott. Seymour, Southard, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor, 
Thomas, Van Dyke, Williams, of Miss. Williams, of Tenn.—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Barton, Boardman, Brown, of Ohio, 
Chandler, Dickerson, Holmes, of Maine, Macon, Morril, Noble, 
Pleasants, Rodney, Ruggles, Smith, Van Buren, Walker.—16. 

The senate then went into consideration of ex- 


ecutive business; after which, they adjourned. 
House of representatives—The resolution submit- 
ted yesterday by Mr. Cocke was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. McLane, it was 


‘ Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing measures to prevent 
the destruction of the timber of the United States in Florida. 


Mr. Floyd remarked, that in consequence of un- 
official reports of the promulgation of an imperial 
ukase of the Autocrat of all the Russias, in rela- 
tion to the western limits of the U.S. he begged 
leave to lay on the table the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to communicate to this house, whether any foreign government 
have made claims to any part of the territory of the United States 
upon the coast of the Pacific ocean north of the 42d degree of 
latitude, and to what extent; whether any regulations have been 
made by foreign powers affecting the trade on that coast, and how 
far it affects the interests of this republic, and whether any com- 
munications have been made to this government, by foreign pow - 
ers, touching the contemplated occupation of Colambia river. 


After other business, not necessary to notice just 
now, the house, in committee of the whole, again 
took up the bankrupt bill—Mr. Archer spoke two 
hours, and finished the argument he commenced 
yesterday—Mr. Barbour (the speaker), intimated 
a wish to present some general views on the sub- 
ject, the committee rose, and the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 


Gen. Izard. It is not true that this gentleman 
has been appointed governor of Florida. 

Indian war. We have some additional particu. 
lars as to the war which is raging between the Che- 
rokees and the Osages. The former appear to have 
been the victors on several occasions—-they have 
killed many of their enemies in the field, captured 
a considerable quantity of furs, and made a num- 
ber of prisoners, whom they have sacrificed inthe 
most barbarous manner. 

Texas, It appears by letters from Nachitoches, 
that there are many bands of robbers and smug- 
glers in the adjacent country. Criminals and ne- 
groes find a sure asylum on crossing the Sabine, 
and increase the amount and force of the bands. 
A brisk trade is carried on with Galveztown—from 
whence newly imported slaves and valuable mer- 
chandise are almost daily introduced into the heart 
of Louisiana. The U. S. troops which recently ar- 
rived at Natchitoches, are said to be very sickly. 

Kentucky. During the last fall, there was trans- 
ported from Kentucky, through the Cumberland 
Gap turnpike, to southern markets, 26,824 hogs, 
5,070 horses and 410 neat cattle, valued in the sum 
of 623,180 dollars, in specie or par money. 
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